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Proclamation 7827—German- 
American Day, 2004 
October 6, 2004 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Generations of German immigrants and 

their descendents have helped build America 
and chart its course through history. On Ger-
man-American Day, we recognize these 
proud citizens for their important contribu-
tions to America and honor the bond be-
tween two great nations. 

German Americans have been part of 
America’s history since its earliest days, be-
ginning with the establishment of the James-
town Colony in 1607 and the arrival of Ger-
man Quakers and Mennonite families in 
1683. Many of these early settlers came to 
America seeking religious freedom and the 
chance to develop a community based on tol-
erance and respect for all people. During the 
westward expansion of the United States, 
many German families helped settle commu-
nities, found cities, and develop the agri-
culture industry. Over time, the core beliefs 
of these freedom-loving individuals helped 
define the liberty and opportunity that our 
country represents. Their traditions of public 
debate and active citizenship influenced im-
portant social issues such as land reform, 
abolition, workers’ rights, and women’s suf-
frage. 

This week, our Government is breaking 
ground for a new Embassy in historic Berlin, 
exemplifying America’s support of a unified 
Germany. Sharing a common commitment to 
freedom, peace, and prosperity, the citizens 
of Germany and America can build a better 
future for the benefit of all nations. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2004, 
as German-American Day, and I encourage 
all Americans to recognize the contributions 
of our citizens of German descent. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 

the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:12 a.m., October 8, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 12. 

Remarks on Departure for 
Wausau, Wisconsin 
October 7, 2004 

Report on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 

Chief weapons inspector Charles Duelfer 
has now issued a comprehensive report that 
confirms the earlier conclusion of David Kay 
that Iraq did not have the weapons that our 
intelligence believed were there. 

The Duelfer report also raises important 
new information about Saddam Hussein’s 
defiance of the world and his intent and ca-
pability to develop weapons. The Duelfer re-
port showed that Saddam was systematically 
gaming the system, using the U.N. Oil for 
Food Programme to try to influence coun-
tries and companies in an effort to under-
mine sanctions. He was doing so with the 
intent of restarting his weapons program, 
once the world looked away. 

Based on all the information we have 
today, I believe we were right to take action, 
and America is safer today with Saddam Hus-
sein in prison. He retained the knowledge, 
the materials, the means, and the intent to 
produce weapons of mass destruction, and 
he could have passed that knowledge on to 
our terrorist enemies. Saddam Hussein was 
a unique threat, a sworn enemy of our coun-
try, a state sponsor of terror, operating in the 
world’s most volatile region. In a world after 
September the 11th, he was a threat we had 
to confront, and America and the world are 
safer for our actions. 

The Duelfer report makes clear that much 
of the accumulated body of 12 years of our 
intelligence and that of our allies was wrong, 
and we must find out why and correct the 
flaws. The Silberman-Robb Commission is 
now at work to do just that, and its work 
is important and essential. At a time of many 
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threats in the world, the intelligence on 
which the President and Members of Con-
gress base their decisions must be better, and 
it will be. I look forward to the intelligence 
reform commission’s recommendations, and 
we will act on them to improve our intel-
ligence, especially our intelligence about 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. on the 
South Grounds at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Charles Duelfer, Special Ad-
visor to the Director of Central Intelligence; 
David Kay, former CIA Special Advisor for Strat-
egy Regarding Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Programs; and former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. He also referred to the Commis-
sion on the Intelligence Capabilities of the United 
States Regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction, 
chaired by former Senator Chuck Robb and Judge 
Laurence Silberman. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. The report of September 30 was 
entitled ‘‘Comprehensive Report of the Special 
Advisor to the DCI on Iraq’s WMD.’’ 

Remarks in Wausau, Wisconsin 
October 7, 2004 

The President. Thank you all for coming 
out. It’s great to be back in Wisconsin. Lis-
ten, thanks for coming. It’s great to be back 
in Wausau. It’s an honor that so many came 
out to say hello. I’m so thankful you’re here. 
Next time I come back I’d like to do some 
hunting and fishing. 

I’m here to ask for your vote. I’m here 
to ask for your help. We’re getting close to 
the stretch run here in this campaign, and 
I’d like to encourage you to get your friends 
and neighbors to register to vote and then 
go to the polls. And remind them when they 
head to the polls, if they want a safer Amer-
ica, a stronger America, a better America, to 
put Dick Cheney and me back in office. 

Laura sends her very best. Last time I saw 
her, I was watching the Jay Leno rerun this 
morning. [Laughter] I am—you know, when 
I asked her to marry me, she said, ‘‘Fine, 
just so long as I never have to give a speech.’’ 
[Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay, you got a deal.’’ 
Fortunately, she didn’t hold me to that prom-
ise. The American people have gotten to see 

what I know: She is a strong, compassionate, 
great First Lady for this country. 

I was proud of the job my Vice President 
did the other night. 

I appreciate Tommy Thompson. He’s a 
great leader. He’s in my Cabinet, as you re-
call. And I appreciate you training him so 
well. 

I’m glad to be here on the stage with the 
next United States Senator from Wisconsin, 
Tim Michels. You got a good one in Tim, 
and I hope you put him in office. It’s impor-
tant. And make no mistake about it, with your 
help, he’s going to win. 

I want to thank Jack Voight, who is the 
State treasurer. I want to thank the assembly 
speaker, John Gard, who is with us, Scott 
Walker is over here from Milwaukee County. 
I appreciate him coming. We call him Scott 
W. [Laughter] I want to thank the mayor of 
Wausau for being here, Mayor Tipple. Mr. 
Mayor, I’m proud you’re here. My only ad-
vice, and I know you didn’t ask for any— 
[laughter]—but my only advice is to fill the 
potholes. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Scott Klug for emceeing 
this event, and I appreciate my friend Stan 
Orr. I want to thank John Conlee, the singer 
who was here. I appreciate you coming, John, 
and thanks for entertaining everybody. 

I particularly want to thank the grassroots 
activists who are here. Those are the people 
who put up the signs and make the phone 
calls and do all the hard work. You never 
hardly get thanked. I’m here to thank you 
for what you’re going to do. I know with your 
hard work, I know when we turn out the vote, 
we will carry Wisconsin this year and win a 
great victory in November. 

I have a strong, positive message. As your 
President, I have worked hard to make 
America more hopeful and more secure. I 
have led our country with principle and re-
solve, and that’s how I’ll lead this Nation for 
4 more years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. When I took office—I 
want you to remind your friends and neigh-
bors about what we have been through as 
a country. When I took office, the bubble 
of the 1990s had burst, and our economy was 
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